Tako-tsubo-like syndrome, a case report.
Tako-tsubo-like (Japanese word for octopus-catcher) left ventricular dysfunction is an enigmatic cardiomyopathy. Typically, the patients have a history of recent stressful incidents immediately preceding onset of mild to moderate chest pain, have ST-segment elevation in leads V3 through V6, ECG changes that typically demonstrate diffuse T-wave inversions and abnormal QS-wave development, discrete wall motion abnormalities involving the lower anterior wall and apex on echocardiography or left ventriculography, and limited myocardial enzyme release without evidence for hemodynamically significant coronary arterial stenoses by angiography. We describe a case of a Tako-tsubo-like left ventricular dysfunction in a 72-year-old female Italian woman.